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In the Houſe of Aſembly, Saturday the 
13th April, 1793. 


RESOLVED, That Mr. Howe, Mr. 
M Monagle, and Mr. Wallace, do 
wait on the Right Reverend the Biſhop 
of Nova-Scotia, with a requeſt, that 
he will furniſh this Houſe with a copy 
of the Sermon, preached by him, be- 
fore this Houſe, on Sunday laſt, for 
the purpoſe of printing the ſame. 


Jawss B. FrANCKLIN, 
Clerk H. A. 


| 
N. B. The Thanks of the 


} the Hope had been previouſly 
returned to the Biſhop {2 36 


Steadſaſtneſi in ** and Loyalty 


RECOMMENDED, IN A 


SERMON. 


Preached before the 


LEGISLATURE 
i His Majeſty's Province of N ova- Scotia 3 


Pariſh Church of ST. Paul. at HaLiyax, 


On Suxpayr, April 7, 1793. 


By rye RicuT REVEREND CHARLES, 
BISHOP or NOVA-SCOTIA. 
—ͤ 7 Bao 
K * MA Cad 0 EZ; 8 * 3 


HAL IF AX: 


r by Jonx Howes, at his Printing-Office, 1 the 
Parade. 
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M DCC XCI11, 


TO 


THOMAS BARCLAY, Ezquize, 
SPEAKER or rns HOUSE or ASSEMBLY, | 


AND 


To the other Mzwnzxs of that reſpectable Body, 
The following SERMON, 


| PREACHED and PUBLISHED at their REQUEST, 


IS 


RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED 


» « 
£ 
* 
- 
- 
% 
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PrRovERBs Xxiv. 21. | 


My Son, fear thou the Lord and the King; and — not 
with them that are given to change, | 


HOEVER reflects on the ſocial affeAions and in- 
ſtincts that are implanted in our nature, will be in- 
clined to think that man was deſigned by his Creator for a 
ſtate of ſociety. This opinion will be confirmed ſtill more, 
by confidering, that the portion of happineſs alloted to us 
here, can only be attained in a ſtate of ſociety ; and that the 
human race, from the condition of our nature, cannot be 
continued and preſerved but in the ſocial ſtate ; ſo that if ſo- 


ciety were to ceaſe, the race of mankind would ſoon be ex- 
tinguiſhed, 


Tuxsx refletions muſt remove every doubt that a ſtate 
of ſociety is the natural ſtate of man—the ſtate for which he 
was originally intended and fitted, They alſo evince how 
viſionary that ſcheme is, which ſuppoſes mankind to have 
once lived in what ſome are pleaſed to call a fate of nature 3 
that is, lived ſeparate, independent, and without any ſocial 


connection between individuals. Such a ſtate is wholly f- 


bulous; it never had an exiſtence. 


Bur Society, like all other things here, has its defects and 
imperfections. From hence, and from the depraved appe- 
tites of human nature, it is liable to many diſaſters, and its 
ends may be defeated, To guard againſt theſe inconveni- 
ences, Government and Laws are neceſſary, Even theſe 


5 again 
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nA gain have their defects; and thoſe actes en ont de dre 
„ 7 by the principles of Religion. 


— 


GovaxxMENT and Religion are e the pillars, as 
it were, on which ſociety reſts, and by which it is upheld; 
remove theſe, and the fabric "inks into ruin. In all this, we 
ſee a diſplay of the Creator's wiſdom and goodneſs; for theſe 
may be conſidered as ſo many links of a chain, which binds us 


to each other and to himſelf; and connects our duty and 


welfare together, We diſcoyer his provident care for the 
happineſs of man in that ſocial ſtate for which he was formed. 
And we alſo perceive, that Government and Religion were 
the Inſtitutions of God, who is the fountain of all power 


and truth; that they were deligned to iecure our happineſs, 
tze ultimate end of our creation, and to obviate the evils to 
which we are expoſed in our preſent ſtate of imperfeRioa. 


 AGREEABLY to theſe intereſting and important truths, the 
inſpired author of the book of Proverbs, and wiſeſt of men, 
delivers the exhortation in my text My Son, fear thou 
© the Lord and the King, and meddle not with them that 
« are given to change z** which is an exhortation to Reli- 


gion and Loyalty, and to a ſteadfaſt perſeverance in them. 


To fear the Lord, is the ſame as to reverence, worſhip and 


_ obey the Almighty, from à principle of unfeigned faith and 
conſcience. To fear the King, is to pay due reſpect and ho- 


nour to his perſon, office and dignity, as well as obedience to 
his laws; and the former principle naturally leads to this. 


For in the language of St. Paul, © he is the miniſter of God 
& unto us for good; there being no power but of God; the 


powers that be are ardained of God. Whoſoever there- 


a fore reſiſteth the power, reſiſteth the ordinance of God. 


As 


* Rom. xili. 1-4. 


* 

As a' farther ſecurity for the benefits accruing to ſociety 
from fearing the Lord and the King, we are exhorted in my 
text, © not to meddle with them that are given to change 
that is, not to hold a familiar intercourſe with, not to enter 
into the councils, nor countenance the proceedings, nor be 
influenced by the example of, thoſe who, either from bad 
principles, ambition, a reſtleſs temper, or diſcontent, are gi+ 

ven to change—would diſturb the public tranquility, pro- 
mote ſedition, and ſubvert the order of ſociety, 


FxroM this view of the text, you ſee its aim is twofold—tg 
inculcate the fear of God and the King, and to diſſuade us 
from countenancing thoſe who are fond of innovations, Ac- 
cording to this MR I ſhall frame my preſent . 


I. By a that to fear God and the King; or 3 ä 
words, that Religion and Loyalty are eſſential to the welfare 
of ſociety. 


_ 


11, By pointing out the evils that turbulent perſons, given 
to change, bring upon _ 3 ; with whom therefore we 
| ſhould not meddle. 


III. And 1 ſhall, in this laſt place, n with ſome 
practical inferences, and obſervations on the whole. —If in 
diſcourſing on this copious and intereſting ſubject, I ſhould 
ſomewhat exceed the limits of time uſually preſcribed for dif- 
courſes from the pulpit, I truſt the nature of the ſubject, and 
the circumſtances of the times, will be "y apology to this 

reſpectable audience, 


I. I proceed then to my firſt head, which is to ſhew, that 
fearing the Lord and the King—that Religion and N 
are eſſential to the welfare of ſociety. | 


Ir 


N 71 


Ir is worthy of obſervation, that our duty to God and the 


_ - King, are frequently joined together in the ſame ſentence of | 


Holy Scripture. My text is an inſtance of this. In anſwer. 


ing the captious queſtion of the Phariſees to our Saviour, he 


deſires them to render to Cæſar, the things that are Czfar's ; 
« and to God, the things that are God's.“ And St. Peter 
enjoins Chriſtians to fear God, and honour the King. 


Wꝛ learn from hence how cloſe a connection there is be- 
tween Religion and Loyalty between our religious and ei- 
vil duties. He that ſincerely ſerves God, will be loyal to his 
earthly Sovereign, from a principle of Conſcience. Religi- 
on indeed has a much more important object in view than 
the temporal benefit of ſociety its great object is eternal Sal- 
vation. Yet it affords the moſt powerful aid to ſociety, 
whilft actually accompliſhing the main purpoſe it aims at 
and that purpoſe is again promoted by the peace and order 
of ſociety. For they lend mutual aſſiſtance to each other. 


Tu connection between Religion and Loyalty will be 
more apparent ſtill, when we reflect on the origin aſſigned 
to Government by St. Paul. He tells us that it is © the or- 
« dinance of God. There is no power but of God; the 


powers that be are ordained of God.“ So that the religi · 


ous principle naturally leads us to obey the Civil Magiſtrate, 
as exerciſing an authority which has been committed to him 
by the Almighty.' In obeying him we act WT to the 


* expreſs and declared will of God. 


To inoſtrate this point 8 it may be proper to obſerve, 
that when the Goſpel was firſt publiſhed, various forms of 
Government ſubſiſted, as at preſent. The Roman arms had 
triumphed over a great part of the then known world ; 

| and 


2 Mark zii. 27. + I, Peter ii. 27, 


9 

and Rome itſelf, after a ſeries of violent convulſions and in- 
teſtine wars, became an abſolute Monarchy under Auguſtus 
and his ſucceſſors. There were alſo other forms of Govern= 
ment, of the popular, ariſtocratic, regal and mixed kind. For 
it was the policy of Rome to indulge the conquered nations 
in the uſe of their religious and civil inſtitutions, where it 
did not interfere with the views of dominion ;. tht Romans 
even adopted thoſe inſtitutians, eſpecially ſuch en. to 
Religion. 


Now, the Goſpel did not meddle with the internal tate or 
form of theſe Governments. It let them remain juſt as it 
found them. It neither enlarged nor diminiſhed the prero- 
gative of the Magiſtrate; it neither added to, nor abridged, 
the civil rights and privileges of the ſubject. Every matter 
of this kind was left to the eſtabliſhed laws, uſages and con- 
ſtitution of each particular ſtate, The reaſon was the King- 
dom of Chriſt was not of this world. He came not to erect 
a temporal kingdom, as the Jews falſly ſuppoſed of the Meſſiah, 
and was the fatal rock on whieh they made ſhipwreck of 
their faith. Our Saviour came to eſtabliſh a ſpiritual King- 5 
dom, the reign of Gad in the hearts of men; to deliver them 
from the power of ſin and ſatan, and raiſe them to everlaſting 
happineſs; whatever form of Civil Government they might 
live under, in the preſent ſtage of exiſtence. 


Bur although the Goſpel does not da with the inter- 
nal ſtructure of any government; yet it uniformly and ſtrict- 
ly injoins obedience to the authority eſtabliſhed in every 
government; whatever its form or ſtructure may be. One 
form indeed may be, and unqueſtienably is, preferable to ano- 
mer. But the Goſpel has made no deciſion on this point, 

B g being 


ohn viii. 36. 
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being foreign to its deſizn ; and commands its profeſſors to 


be ſubject and obedient to,the higher powers, in whatever 
ſtate or country the providence of God has placed them. 


'And the reaſon is twofold ; firſt, becauſe without obedience 


in the ſubject, government could not attain its end, nor even 
exiſt ; and any form is.preferable to anarchy. Secondly, be- 
cauſe government is eſſentia) to the welfare of ſociety ; and 
therefore is the ordinance of God, to promote the happineſs * 


of mankind, both temporal and ſpiritual. 


Wen there no government, no laws to regulate and re- 
ſtrain the actions of men, this earth would become a ſcene of 
the wildeſt diſorder, Anarchy and oppreſſion, rapine and” 
murder would deſolate the globe. The weak would become 


a prey tothe ſtrong ; juftice, order, peace, and all the bleſſings 


that follow in their train, would be wholly baniſhed ; violeace 
and wrong would ſucceed them. Every man's hand would 


de againſt his brother; and mutual laughter, perhaps a total 


extermination of the human race, would be the conſequence. 


We find in fact, that notwithſtanding the reſtraints of 
education, religion and penal laws ; yet multitudes ruſh to 
the perpetration of horrid crimes—crimes ſo deſtructive to 


ſociety, that thoſe who commit them are judged no longer 


fit or worthy to live in it ; and they are therefore cut off by 
the ſword of juſtice. Judge then what would be the conſe- 
quence, were all thoſe reſtraints intirely removed ! 


You may perceive from hence how great a bleſſing go- 
vernment is to mankind, It is the Inſtitution of God; the 
remedy which his infinite goodneſs and wiſdom have provi- 
ded againſt thoſe evils, to which we muſt otherwiſe be expo- 


ſed. For when he wills any end, he alſo wills the means that 
are neceſlaryfor the attainment of that end. He created man 


To 


111 1 
to communicate happineſs to him; and government is one of 


the principal means which he appointed for ſecuring it, and a- 
verting the calamities that would defeat his benevolent deſign. 


To the Government or Legiſlature of a State, it belongs 
to make ſuitable Laws. Theſe are the common ſtandard or 
rule, to which all, in their civil capacity, ſhould conform. 
The magiſtrate ſhould enforce, the ſubje& obey them. All 
ſubjeRs are intitled to equal juſtice and protection from go- 
vernment, unleſs forfeited by their crimes; all are therefore 
intereſted aud bound to ſupport government, It is a com- a 
mon concern, in which the welfare of every individual is in- 


volved. For unleſs the magiſtrate is obeyed and ſupported 


in the diſcharge of his duty, he cannot afford that protection 
and juſtice to the ſubje& which he ſtands in need of. The 
Laws apply alike to all; they would reſtrain the moſt power- 
ful from oppreſſing the weak and helpleſs ; they would re- 
dreſs the injured, and diſtribute juſtice with an equal ſcale. 
lt is therefore evident, that every member of the community 
5 deeply intereſted in the obedience that is paid to the Laws; 
each ſhould not only obey them himſelf, but exert his influ- 
ence that they may be obeyed by all others; ſo that their 
efficacy may univerſally prevail. For if the Laws are viola- 
ted or evaded, with impunity, their ſalutary effects are loſt; 

the community is injured, and each individual muſt eventu- 
ally ſhare in the i m7 | 


AND here, the neceſſity of Religion for the ſupport of go- 


vernment, and obedience to the Laws, is apparent 3 1 


which our religious and civil duties unite, and run in one 
channel. Human laws, government and ſociety are imper- 
fect, as I hinted before, and cannot attain their end, without | 
the 4 of Religion. It may not be improper, briefly to ex- 

B2 plain 
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plain the reaſons ; as the ſubject is very intereſting to ſociety, 
and nothing ſhould be omitted that may ſerve to throw light 
upon it, and give juſt ideas of it to people in geners]. I may 
add, there are few points in which the notions of mankind re- 
quire more to be rectified. Many ſeparate Religion from Go- 
vernment intirely, and ſuppoſe there is no connection between 
them. Hence, they conceive themſelves at liberty, for the 
gratification of private ambition, and if they can by any means 


form a party ſufficiently ſtrong, not only to obſtruct the moſt 


ſalutary meaſures for the public welfare ; but to ſubvert go- 
vernment, and riſe to eminence on its ruins ; although at- 
tended with the miſery and deſtruction of thouſands 


Human laws can only take cognizance of out ward acti- 
ons. They reach not the heart or conſcience, which are the 
ſource and ſpring of our actions, and are known to God only. 
By artifice and fraud, the laws may be evaded, notwithſtand- 
ing the magiſtrate's utmoſt vigilance, Hereby individuals 
are injured, the peace and order of fociety interrupted, and 
the benefits expected from laws deſtroyed, 


There are many duties eſſential to the welfare of ſociety, 
which the laws of man cannot interfere with ; ſuch as grati- 
tude, hoſpitality, charity, and many others ; without which, 
a ſtate of ſociety would be miſerable, and its diſſolution en- 

dangered. Theſe are commonly called duties of imperfect 
obligation; not becauſe we are under no obligation to per- 
form them, or that they are uſeleſs to ſociety ; for the reverſe 
of both is unqueſtionably true, and the neglect of them would 
be fatal to ſociety 4 But becauſe human laws cannot reach 
them—they proceed from a higher principle, 


EqQuALLY defective are human laws with regard to re- 
wards and puniſhments, which are the hinges of all govern- 
ment; 


1 FAY 


ment; and which only can give vigour and efficacy une Fe 
For although government can puniſh thoſe who openly vio- 
late its laws; it has no general reward far its ſubjects but 
protetion—the ſecurity of life, liberty and property, Yet 
the welfare and preſervation of ſociety require virtues and 
exertions in its ſeveral members, which are intitled to grea» 
ter rewards than mere protection; and as we mult look to a 
higher principle than human laws for the exiſtence, ſo alſo 
for the reward, of thoſe virtues. This defect, like others, || 
muſt be ſupplicd from another ſource,* | =_ 


om — — — — — 


To theſe particulars, may be added another of great mo- 
ment, though ſeldom conſidered. Whilſt ſociety multiplies 
the comforts of life, and holds out protection to individuals; 
it alſo inflames the depraved appetites of mankind, and affords 
opportunities for their gratification, Hence we find that 

_ crimes increaſe, both in number and enormity, in proportion 
to the ſize of cities and communities—indeed I might ſay, in 
a much greater proportion, Hence, a more powerful re- 
Rraint on che actions of men is required, than on be found 
in human laws. 


IT would be eaſy to enlarge on theſe heads, and place them 
in a ſtronger light. J juſt hint at them to ſhew, that from 
the very nature of things, there are unavoidable defects in 
human laws and government—that a ſuperior principle is 
neceſſary to ſupply thoſe defects, and obtain the benefits i 
which they 1 aim at: That principle is Religion. For it 

affords h 


* Emoluments arifing from offices in a ſtate, are rewards for perſonal 
ſervices to individuals; and are confined to a very ſmall number. They 
are not therefore an exception to what is advanced above, The well known 
maxim — t bat allegiance and protect ion are mutual—illuſtrates this point. From 
the nature and original deſign of Civil Government, protection is the only W 
reward that it offers, or can confer, in return for obedience to its laws in 1 
the general maſs of nl | 
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affords a ſufficient remedy in theſe, and all other caſes of the 
kind, that can poſſibly occur.* | 


REL1G1oN teaches the exiſtence of an infinitely holy, juſt 
and righteous God, who is ever preſent, a conſtant witneis of 
our thoughts and actions; who preſides over, and governs, 
the affairs of this world ; who will finally call his rationat 
ereatures to judgment; and conſign them to endleſs happi- 


| neſs or mifery, according to their conduct in this ſtate of 


| Probation. Religion alſo teaches that government is the or- 
dinance of this Almighty Being; the means which he hath ap- 
pointed to promote the happineſs of mankind, and avert the 
evils that would defeat his moſt gracious deſign. From theſe 
momentous truths, human laws derive an energy; govern- 
ment, an authority ; and ſociety, innumerable benefits, which 
otherwiſe they could not poſſibly have. 


For in vain do men ftrive to conceal their crimes from 
the eyes of their fellow mortals—in vain do they attempt by 
fraud to evade, or by violence to trample on the laws of their 
country, and then hope to eſcape puniſhment : All thefe 
things are perfectly known to the Almighty; who even in 
this life, frequently aſſerts his ſovereignty, by arreſting wick- 
edneſs in its courſe, and inflicting puniſhment on tranſ- 
greſſors; and who will aſſuredly bring every action into 
judgment hereafter ; when every crime, whether fecret or 
omen, whether public or private, will receive a juſt retribu- 
tion. The meck virtues of humility, probity, mutual bene- 
volence, and others ſo eſſential to the welfare of ſociety, 
though they neither are, nor can be rewarded by ſociety, yet 
being injoined by Religion, are ſure of a higher reward than 
| this 

* Se this point copiouſly handled, and with great ability, by Biſhop 


WarruRToN in his Alliance beteween Church and State; and in his Divine 
Legat ion of Moſes. 
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this earth can beſtow. - And to the ſeducing temptations 
that would draw men into enormous crimes, Religion op- 


poſes the avenging terrors of Almighty God; whoſe honour, 
| Juſtice and veracity are engaged not to let them go unpuniſhed. 


Wk it neceſſary, I could adduce the ſentiments of the 
wiſeſt men in every age, who atteſt the truth of what is here 
advanced. I could alſo adduce not only the ſentiments, but 
the practice of the moſt celebrated Legiſlators, who made 
Religion the balis of their civil Inflitutions ; and who were 
indebted to that circumſtance for their ſucceſs. | But I paſs 
hem over as needleſs ; and ſhall not pay ſo ill a compliment 
to your underſtanding as to ſuppoſe that you require farther teſ- 
timonies to confirm your belief of truths that are ſo evident.“ 


We may then take it for an unfailing maxim, that Regli- 
gion, the fear of God, is the ſureſt foundation of virtue; the 
beſt ſecurity fot the rectitude of human actions: That it is the 
beſt ſupport of Government; of that honour and reſpect 
which we owe to the King, and others in authority ; and of 
that obedience which is due to the Laws: On all which, 
the welfare of CAREY intirely Os. 


Wren 
* Although omitted in the text, it may not be improper to add one teſti. 
mony here on the ſubject. It is that of Cictro, one of the greateſt men 
that Rome, or any other State, ever produced. Speaking of the Romans, 
and the cauſes of their grandeur, he ſays—** We neither exceeded the Spani- 
* ards in number, nor did we excel the Gauls in bodily ſtrength, nor the 
* Carthaginians in ſubtility, nor the Greeks in liberal arts. 
But we unqueſtionably excelled all people and nations in piety and atten- 
A tion to Religion; and in that point which can only be deemed true wiſ- 
« dom—a firm belief that all human affairs are directed by divine Providence. 
Orat. xxx. De Haruſricum Reſpenſii. To this principle, and to the care of 
Providence, he attributes the origin, increaſe and ſtability of the mighty em- 
pire of Rome. The Religion of Heathens was disfigured, it is true, by the 
grofſeſterrors and idolatry; but ittaughtthe doQrines of a ſuperintending Pro · 
vidence, and ſuture ſtate of rewards and puniſnments, which anſwered the 


tor poſes of Civil Society; nor did any regular ſtate ever ſubſiſt without 
thoſe docttines. 
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WHrN 1 aſſert the neceſſity of Religion for the welfare of 


cſociety and Government, you will do me the juſtice to be- 


lieve, that I mean the pure, peaceable and rational Religion 


of Jusuvs CHRIST ; which requires holineſs and benevolence. 


in its profeſſors, and ftrongly inculcates order and ſubordi- 
nation ; at the fame time that it teaches the knowledge of 


the true God, a Providence, and future ſtate of rewards and 


puniſhments, I do not mean the fallies of enthuſiaſm, the 
reveries of a diſordered bead, or heated imagination, The 
hiſtory of mankind bears ample teſtimony how turbulent 
theſe are; how often they have diſturbed the peace of ſo- 
ciety, and filled the world with war, bloodſhed and deſola- 
tion. It therefore behoves the rational, conſcientious Chriſti- 
an and Loyal Subject to be on his guard againſt theſe, as 
well as againſt the oppolite extreme of Infidelity and A- 
theiſm. For however ſtrange it may appear, yet it is a cer- 
tain fact, that theſe extremes, like many others, meet and 
unite in producing the very ſame effects. I ſhall give an 
inſtance of each. 


In the ſeventh century, the diſciples of Mahomet, actuated 


F by the wildeſt enthuſiaſm for that Impoſtor, ſallied out of 


their parched and ſandy deſerts. With that ſanguinary ſpi- 


rit, that impetuoſity which fanaticiſm uſually inſpires, they 


invaded their peaceable neighbours, and ſpread ruin, deſola- 
tion and deſpotiſm over many extenſive countries; tramp= 
ling on Chriſtianity, and deſtroying all the monuments of 


learning, with every thing elſe that embelliſhes life, where- 
ver they came.“ 


IT was reſerved for the eighteenth century, to ſee the ſame 
ſpirit of enthuſiaſm and conqueſt attached to a levelling ſyl- 
tem of Atheiſm. It was reſerved for the preſent century, I 
. | | ſay, 


* See OcxLizevy's H ſtory of the Saracens, 
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fay, to ſee this fingular Mantels e laden of Atbeitz! 
At leaſt a party of that deſcription, ſufficiently numerous and 
ſtrong to overturn the Religion and Civil Conſtitution of 
their country, and who have the preſumption to attempt the 
ſame in every other country. For after manifeſting the moſt 
hoſtile deſigns againſt every eſtabliſhed government in the 
world, and ſlaughtering thouſands of their fellow citizens 
among whom were many helpleſs women, prieſts and chil- | 
dren—after the perpetration of theſe and other crimes, at | 
which human nature ſhudders ; they ruſhed out, reeking 
with civil blood, to invade their inoffending neighbours 3 
utterly regardleſs of thoſe treaties, and that public faith, by if 


which nations are bound: Subverting all order and govern- 
ment, to make way for their own deteſtable ſyſtem z whilſt 
oppreſſion, laughter and deſpotiſm eyery where marked their 
progreſs ! And to fill up the meaſure of their wickedneſs, | 
they have lately, with peculiar circumſtances of inhumanity, 8 
embrued their hands in the blood of their lawful Sovereign,® | 
C Tuus 


Leſt the above picture might be deemed too ſtrongly coloured, I halt 
here ſubjoin an account of the principles and proceedings of the French þ | 
Phileſophie Reformers, drawn by the elegant pen of Lord AucxLany, Am- 1 
baſſador Extraordinary 4 in Holland; whoſe amiable character is well known if 

to many in America—he (when Mr. EDE) was one of the Commiſſioners 
ſent to New-York, in the year 1778, for reſtoring peace. The account is > ⁵ 

taken from an official paper, delivered to the States General, January 26, | 
1793, ſigned with his name, and circulated through Europe—*® Four years,“ 
ſays his Lordhip, „have not yet elapſed, ſince ſome miſguided men, (in 
France) qualifying themſelves with the title of Pbiloſepbers, had the pro- 
* ſumption to think themſelves capable of eſtabliſhing a new ſyſtem of Civil 
Society. In order to realize this dream of vanity, it was neceſſary to 
* overthrow and deſtroy all the received notions of ſubordination, morality, 
« and religion, which have hitherto been the bulwark, happineſs, and con- 
** ſolation of mankind, Their projets of deſtrution have been but too 
«* ſucceſsful ; but the effects of the new ſyſtem, which they have endeavour- 
* ed to introduce, have only tended to demonſtrate the raſhneſs and impiety 

of its authors. The events which have ſo rapidly ſucceeded, during this 
4 interval, ſurpaſs in atrocity every one which has yet ſuliicd the page of 
„ hiſtory, Property, liberty, pzrſonal lafety, and even life ittelf, have been 
« the 


. 


| Tavs you ſee that fanaticiſm is not confined to the pro- 
feſſors of religion. Infidelity has alſo its enthuſiaſts and bi- 
gots; and the enthuſiaſm of both is equally malignant to 
government, and ſubverſive of the peace and welfaye of ſo- 
ciety.,—Little then do thoſe imagine what miſchief they are 
promoting, who countenance and encourage fanaticiſm of 
| any kind; who either by diſſeminating bad principles, or by 

their neglect of religious duties, or evil example, - diminiſh 
the influence of true and rational Religion, In reality, they 
are unchaining the unruly appetites and affections of men to 
prey upon one another. For the human mind, when ſet 
looſe from the reſtraints of ſober reaſon, conſcience, and reli- 
gion, ever has, and ever will break out into thoſe deſtructive 
extremes, | 


II. Bur I proceed to the ſecond head of my diſcourſe, 
which was to point out the evils which perſons given to 


change, bring on ſociety ; with whom therefore, we ſhould 
not meddle. | 


W and Les are founded on ſteady, permanent 
principles. The conduct of ſuch as are guided by thoſe prin- 
 ciples, will always be ſteady and uniform. The word of 
God is the rule by which their ſentiments are formed; and 
as that rule is ever conſiſtent and the ſame, the ſentiments and 
practice which are regulated by it, will partake of the ſame 
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© the ſports of the unbridled fury of the paſſions, of the ſpirit of tapine, of 
« hatred, of the moſt cruel and unnatural ambition. The annals of man- 
& kind do not afford an inſtance where, in ſo ſhort a ſpace of time, ſo many 
* crimes have been committed, ſo many misfortunes occaſioned, and ſo ma- 
* ny tears ſhed. —Theſe horrors now ſeem to have arrived at their higheſt 
„ pitch.” —— Thus far his Lordſhip; and theſe are the philoſophic re- 
formers who have rejected the Bible and its divine Author; and have choſen 
Voltaire, Rouſſeau, Heluetius, D' Alembert, &c. &c. dc. * their iaſtructort 
and CIA The world fces Ou effects! 


19 1 5 
character. But ambition, ſelf intereſt, and humour are va- 
riable. They change with changing ſcenes and circumſtan- 


ces ; and thoſe who are guided and influenced by them, will | 


te given to change, 


WHETHER it be owing to the inherent activity of our 
minds, or to inordinate ſelf love, or to ſomething in the ori- 
ginal texture of our frame, or to ſome other cauſe ; there is a 
certain reſtleſſneſs which ſeems to be annexed, in a greater or 
leſs degree, to our nature. Unſatisſied with what we have, 
we graſp at ſomething which we have not, and perhaps can- 
not attain; and by regrets and uneaſineſs on that account, are 
apt to deſtroy our tranquility and peace of mind. To ſub- 


- 


due this reſtleſſneſs and diſcontent, to be reſigned to the will 


of God, and thankful for his allotment in the ſtate of life 
where his providence hath placed us ; is a duty impoſed on 
us "by Religion. It is a part of that diſcipline to which we 
are ſubjected by the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt ; and like every 
other duty which he _— it is highly conducive to our 
happineſs. 


CERTAIN it is however, that ſome perſons are naturally of 
a more reſtleſs and turbulent caſt than others. They are 
fond of innovation and change, for the ſake of innovation. 
The calm ſhade of peace and quiet, pleaſes them not; their 
delight is in a ſtorm. Now, if ſuch a diſpoſitien be cheriſh- 
ed, inſtead of being checked; if inſtead of being reſtrained 


by good principles, it is inflamed by thoſe of an oppoſite 


kind; and eſpecially, if it is puſhed forward by an intercourſe 
with unprincipled men who are given to change : It then 
becomes a prolific ſource, not only of perſonal diſquietude, 
which embitters private life ; but alſo of popular diſcantents, 
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which, in every age, have thrown ſtates and. governments 
into violent convulſions, | 


Tar have been times unqueſtionably when changes in 
Religion and Government were neceſſary, Our own hiſto- 
ry furniſhes ſeveral inſtances, When ſucceſlive ages of ig- 
Norance and barbarity had debaſed Chriſtianity with error, 


13 and disfigured it with ſuperſtition, a reformation of thoſe errors 


became expedient. When thoſe who were given to change, 
jn the laſt century, had ſubverted our Monarchy and Conſti- 
tution, the Reſtoration of them was a matter both of duty 
and necefity. ' But, bleſſed be God, thoſe times are now 
paſt. We enjoy the benefits reſulting from thoſe changes. 
We ſhould be thankful to heaven for them ; and look back 
with reverence to the fortitude and virtues of our anceſtors, 
who were inſtruments, in the hand of Providence, of con- 
fering thoſe ſignal bleſſings upon us. For we live in a peri- 
od, when the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt is profeſſed and taught 
in its native purity, as contained in holy Scripture. We live 
under the beſt of Civil Conſtitutions ; where we enjoy as 
much Liberty as is conſiſtent with a ſtate of Civil Society 
and where that Liberty, with the protection of life and pro- 


perty, have all the fecurity that human wiſdom can you 
them. 


In theſe circumftances, to think the buſineſs of changing 

ſhould till go on, and never ſtop ; muſt ſurely proceed from 
rhat ſpirit of innovation, againſt which we are cautioned in 
my text, or from ſomething worſe, We are expreſly com. 
manded not to meddle with them that are actuated by that 
ſpirit, We are not to enter into their counſels, nor coun- 
tenance their proceedings. For doing either of theſe, would 
be contrary to the duty which we owe to God and the King 

to the peace and welfare of ſociety. 


Bur 
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Zur thoſe who are given to change, are ſeldom: at a Joſs | 


for ſpecious pretexts to gloſs over innovations in Religion 
and Government, and to gain the populace on their hides 


In Religion, a mighty zeal far truth, for great pu- 
rity, and other good purpoſes, is diſplayed; and it is 
obſervable, that this zeal generally riſes in proportion as 
the peculiar tenets of the innovators, deviate from ſcripture 
and common ſenſe ; zeal being the ſubſtitute to make up the 


deficiency. Claims are often made to extraordinary revela- | 


tions, to higher degrees of grace, and divine illumination; 
and this at the very time that the regular inſtitutions. of 
Chriſtianity, are diſcegarded—perhaps trampled on. Bitter 
invectives are thrown out againſt others—agaiaft their per- 
ſons, their principles, and mode of worſhip; as if all who did 
not think with the innovating leaders, were in the direct way 
to perdition. A rigid, external ſanctity is aſſumed, and a 
glowing ardour to make proſelytes is exerted ; ſo that ſea and 
and will be compaſſed for the purpoſe. 


'THesE devices have been uſually praiſed by ſuch as are 


given to change, in religious matters. The liſt of thoſe wha 


have diſturbed the peace of the Chriſtian Church at different 


periods, is very long ; and there is ſcarcely one of them who 
has not fallen upon the practices I have now mentioned. 
They have had a wonderful effect on the ignorant and unde- 
ſigning ; indeed on all who look no deeper than the IR, 
of things. But the cauſe of Chriſtianity has ever ſuffered, 
aud has been greatly injured by ſuch proceedings, | 


For they promote ftrife, diviſion, and contention, and 
alienate the hearts of Chriſtians from each other. They 


engender pride, envy, ill-will, mutual contempt and. 


hacred 3 3 all which are as oppoſite to the mild and loving. || 
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ſpirit A the Goſpel, as midnight darkneſs is to the glare of 


noon-day, 


Non is this all. When the effuſions of ignorance and a 
diſtempered imagination are impiouſly attributed to the Spi- 
rit of God; when under this maſk, many and crying irregu- 
larities are committed, and diviſions without end are multi- 
plied : It brings great reproach and ſcandal on Chriſtianity. 
The minds of many, who are not drawn into the vortex of 
enthuſiaſm, will be unſettled, and fet afloat, The lukewarm- 
nefs of ſome will be increafed, .and their indifference to all 
Religion ſtrengthened, ſeeing ſuch diſorders fanctioned by that 
venerable name. Thoſe who wiſh to get rid of the reſtraints 
of Religion, and to indulge their luſts without any control, 
will be inclined to think that all Religion is nothing but en- 
thuſiaſm and mere farce, For the experience of our own 
nation, and of others, has uniformly proved, that frequent 
innovations and diviſions in Religion, have led to Infidelity ; 
and never failed to produce Infidels and Atheilts,* 


From hence you may perceive how wiſe and prudent it 
is, not to meddle with them that are thus given to change in 
matters of Religion, A well poiſed judgment, informed by 
the word of God, will guide us in the middle way between 
both extremes—that of diſguſting fanaticiſm, on the one 

band; 


* This was the caſe in the time of Cromwell's uforpation, when enthu- 
Gaſm had full ſcope, and furious ſeQaries were ſtruggling for ſuperiority. 
Mr. Edwards, in his Gangrena, ſets down the hereſies that were then broach- 
ed—their number and groſſneſs are aſtoniſhing. Biſhop Burnet informs us 
that many of the Republicans began to profeſs Deiſm ; and almoſt all 
* of them were for deſtroying all Clergymen, for breaking every thing that 
looked like the unionof a national Church. Tbey were for pulling down the 


_ ®* Churches,” Kc. Cromwell was obliged—" to ſet the Fifth Monarchy 


bi Men and Enthuſiaſts againſt ſuch as pretended to little or no religion, viz, 
* Sidney, Nevill, Harrington, cc.“ See the Summary of affairs before the 
Kefteraticn, prefixed to the Hiſtory of bis axon Times. 
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hand; and the no leſs diſguſting and pernicious extreme . | 


lukewarmneſs and infidelity, on the other. Such a judgment 
will alſo lead us to conſider eternal falvation as the moſt mo- 
mentous concern of man; and to purſue it with a diligent | 
and ſteady earneſtneſs proportioned to its importance, | 


Trose who are given to change in affairs of Govern« 
ment, have alſo their ways and means of proceeding, no leſs 
exceptionable than the former. A redreſs of grievances is 
generally held but; and every thing is a grievance which 
they happen to diſlike. No Government is, or can be, 
without its inconveniences and burdens. Theſe ſhould cer 
tainly be removed or lightened as far as prudence and the 
ſtate of things will admit; and by thoſe who are veſted with 
due authority for the purpoſe. But theſe inconveniences are 
aggravated far beyond the truth, by turbulent innovators ; 
and the character, as well as proceedings of all in authorutyy 
are miſrepreſented and blackened, 


 Parrtort13M, Liberty and the public welfare—thoſe abuſed 
words—ſo often uſed on theſe occalions, and ſo little under- 
ſtood—ſo frequently pretended, and ſo ſeldom purſued ot 
practiſed are made the pretexts for meaſures that directly 
tend to deſtroy them. Clubs perhaps are formed, to con- 
cert the propereſt modes for ſucceſs. Inflammatory publi- 
cations are circulated ; groſs falſhoods are invented and diſ- 
ſeminated, to excite jealouſy and diſcontent, poiſon the minds 

of people, and diſpoſe them to ſedition. | 
Tuxsz and other artifices, ſuggeſted by faction, are em- 
ployed to diſturb ſociety, and carry on the buſineſs of inno- 
vation. Hereby multitudes are worked up to a degree of 
enthuſiaſm, not leſs than is ſometimes ſee in matters of Re- 
Jigion ; whilſt the leaders are wy gratifying a turbulent 
| temper 
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temper, and aiming at their own intereſt. And it frequently 
happens, that the innovators in both caſes, ſecretly laugh at 
thoſe who are the dupes of their artifices. > 


Tur calamities that have been brought on States and Na- 
tions by thoſe means are innumerable. Hiſtory records the 
defolation, miſery, and ruin of the moſt powerful empires, 
whoſe liberties, conſtitution and intereſts have been ſacri- 
ficed by the deluded people, to aggrandize, and gratify the 
ambition of their factious leaders. The very fame effects 
would flow from the ſame cauſes at this day; and therefore 
you muſt be ſenſible of the wiſdom of the prohibition in my 
text—not to meddle with them that are given to change.“ 


III. 


- © Some perhaps may be diſpleaſed that I dwell ſo much on the effects of in- 
fidelity, ſedition and enthuſiaſm. But I beſeech them to reflect, whether the 
facts adduced above, or alluded to, are not true? And to thoſe, many more might 
be added. Should any therefore be diſpleaſed with me, or count me their 
enemy, becauſe I tell them the truth? Were a perſon, infected with the 
plague, to come among us, who would not think it right to take every pre- 
caution that might prevent the infection from ſpreading? And is it not 
right to Nate, in order to prevent, the effects of infidelity, ſedition, and en- 
thuſiaſm, which are as ruinous to ſociety as any plague or peſtilence ? That 
they are fo, we have the cleareſt evidence of reaſon, and the experience 
of paſt ages. Can a more rightful picture of human depravity, let looſe by 
infidel principles, be imagined, than is at this day exhibited by France? 
Where a nation, lately deemed one pf the moſt civilized and poliſhed in Eu- 

| rope, has been hereby ſuddenly transformed into a race of ſanguinary bar- 
barbarians and ruthans! And are there not ſome ſo loſt to all principle, to 
all ſenſe of duty and humanity, as ts wiſh the ſame ſcenes may be acted on 
the theatre of the Britiſh empire ? Can we therefore be too much onour guard ? 
Aud as to enthuliaſm, be it remembered, that very lately rbree perſons have 
been driven to actual madneſs, to the moſt deplorable ſtate of inſanity, and 
become maniac, in the conventicles at Halifax. A tranſaRion ſtill more 
ſhocking, if poſſible, and which decency forbids me to ſet down, has within 
a few months taken place among ſome enthufiaſts in the Province of New- 
Brunſwick, That the friends of infidelity, ſedition and enthuſiaſm, ſhould- 
be diſpleaſed to ſee their principles and proceedings expoſed, may be eafily 
conceived ; but it is impoſſible that any rational, conſcientious Chriſtian 
and loyal fatjeQ can be thereby offended, We may, and indeed ought to 
Jament and pity all who are under any deluſion ; but duty to God, to the 


King, ard to Society, calls on us loudly to prevent, as far as we are able, 
the banefui effeds of delufion. 


r 
III. I come now, in the laſt place, to make ſome praftcal | 
reflections and obſervations on this ſubject. 1 Fo 


1. IT appears then that the firſt and greateſt duty of man 
is whathe owes to his Maker. To fear God, and obey him, 
is the trueſt wiſdom. The benefits of ſerving our Creator 
faithfully, extend to every ſtate and condition, in which we 

are, or can be placed; they extend to every period of our 
enxiſtence. The happineſs of individuals here, the welfare 
of ſociety, and our ſalvation through eternity, are ee | 
ed on the attention we pay to his ſervice. 


Tears ſhews how careful we ſhould be to diſcharge our du- 
ty to God, with punctual and ſcupulous exactneſs. Nothing 
ſhould ever be permitted to interfere with that duty. To 
neglect it, or prefer any other before it, would be inconſiſtent 
with the nature of things ; with the relation in which we 
ſtand to the Almighty, and with the obligations we are un- 
der. It would therefore be irrational and unwiſe, as well as 


impious. 


Anp this holds equally true, whether we conſider our- 
ſelves ſeparately, as individuals; or collectively, as united i in 
ſociety. Religion is the ſureſt, firmeſt ſupport of ſociety and 
government. Without it, they cannot exiſt, There never 
was a ſounder maxim of policy than that of Solomon That 
00 righteouſneſs exalteth a nation; but ſin is a reproach to 
« any people.“ The regular, devout and conſcientious 
practice of religion engages the Almighty's protection, and 
draws down his bleſſing upon a people; whilſt it diſpoſes in- 
dividuals to reverence legal authority, as the ordinance of 
God; to pay reſpect and obedience to the laws; to love 
and promote peace and order, and to diſcharge every other 

| ; » hl ſeocial 


Prov. xiv. 34. 
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| ſocial duty. For they are conſcious that ſo is the will of 
God; and that he is the avenger of all who tranſgreſs his 
will. < 


InDzED the inward ſtate and movements of the heart can 
only be known to God; and to him only are men accounta- 
ble for them. Not ſo the external and ſocial parts of religi- 
on, With them the general influence of religion is connect- 
ed. Such for inſtance, among others, are—attendance on 
God's public worſhip, and obſervation of the Lord's Day. Theſe 
are enjoined by divine and human laws; the neglect of them 
is cognizable by the latter, becauſe that negle& would be 


very injurious to ſociety, 
a % 


A good citizen and member of ſociety will therefore. be 
punctual in the obſervation of thoſe duties, not only in obe- 


dienee to divine and human authority; but alſo becauſe his 


example will have very intereſting effects on others—to 
ſtrengthen or deſtroy the influence of religion. He will. 
cautiouſly avoid a breach of divine and human laws, which 
has a direct tendency to haſten that fatal criſis—a criſis which 
has ever been dreaded by the wiſeſt men, as the certain fore- 
runner of public ruin—when Religion has loſt its hold on 
the minds of the people. 


Fox I beſeech you to reflet—what but ruin could enſue, 


in ſuch a caſe ? Whea the depraved appetites of men are ſet 
looſe from all the reſtraints which divine and human wiſdom 


has placed round them, muſt not diſorder, and the perpetration 
of every crime be the conſequence? Suppoſing ſuch a cha- 
racter as is mentioned by the Pſalmiſt, to exiſt among us 


* A fool who hath ſaid in his heart, there is no God.“““ 


What tie can you have on ſuch a perſon ? What ſecurity for 
the rectitude of his conduct ?—An oath is the ſtrongeſt bond 
| 4 1 of 


Pſalm liii, 1. 
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of ſociety. It is a ſolemn appeal to God for the truth of 
what we declare ; and for our fincerity in what we promiſe. 


But what force or efficacy can ſuch an appeal have with a 


perſon who thinks there is no God? 


Tux experiment has been lately made—and bleſſed be 
God, not at our expence—the experiment, I ſay, has been 
actually made, what effects are produced by atheiſtic princi- 
| ples, when they aſſume the reins of Government, diate 
public meaſures, and are diffuſed among the maſs of the peo- 


ple. We ſee, and ſhudder at thoſe effects. Hiſtory in- 


deed, in its extenſive range, preſents us with a ſolitary, ſpe- 
culative atheiſt here and there, who was a diſgrace to our 
common nature. The number however was ſo ſmall, that 


no material injury was done to ſociety ; eſpecially as the 


popular belief was always againſt them, and they were uni- 


verſally deteſted,* But France has proved by praQtice, 
what was before demonſtrable in theory, that Atheiſm, when 


it infects the maſs of people, and influences public councils, 
is totally ſubverſive of ſociety, of human happineſs, and all 


the comforts of life. And with ſuch an example before us, 
for any one to deſire a repetition of the experiment, would 
be juſt as wiſe and rational as to fling a man down a preci. 
pice, or diſcharge a loaded cannon at him, by way of experi · 
ment, and to try whether either would kill him J although 
we are already apprized of the certain conſequences. 


Bur although I truſt, and firmly believe, that thoſe im- 
pious principles are not prevalent among us, nor any defire 
to try ſo dreadfu] an experiment: Yet it may not be impro- 


= D 2 per | | 


When Diagoras, the Atheiſt, fled from Athens to avoid a trial on ac- 
count of his principles, the Athenians offered a talent, about £.193 155. 
ſterling, to any one. that would kill him, The charge of Atheiſm agaiaſt 
Socrates, though falſe, was the cauſe of his being put to death. 
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per to remind you; that there is ſuch a thi ng as practical athe- 
in; when by our actions we deny, or diſregard the autho- 
rity of God, in whom we profeſs to believe. Even this will 


have very pernicious effects on ſociety ; and the effects will 


be more general and aggravated, as the religious principle is 


weak, and this practical atheiſm prevails. The imputation and 


guilt of being Chriſtians without Chriſtianity, ſhould therefore 
be cautiouſly avoided, We ſhould really fear God, ſoas not to 
offend him ; and be mindful of him in every part of our con- 
duct. We ſhould conſider ourſelves as everin his preſence ; 
and conſcientiouſly endeavour to expreſs the native purity of 
our holy faith in our daily converſation and actions, 


2. I would in the next place obſerve, that there is a cloſe 
connection between that duty which we owe to God, and 
the duty we owe to the King, and to others in authority un- 
der him. So intimate is this connection, that they can 
{carcely be ſeparated, Whoever is ſincerely religiods to- 


Wards God, from principle and conſcience, will alſo, from 


principle and conſcience, be loyal to his earthly Sovereign, 
obedient to the laws, and faithful to the government which 


| God hath placed over him. 


IT is our peculiar felicity that love, gratitude and eſteem 
unite with Religion in attaching us to the King; and that 
every conſideration of our on welfare, and that of our bre- 
thren, ſerves to confirm our attachment to the excellent Ci- 


vil Conſtitution under which we live, 


Wr ſhould deem it a ſingular mercy, that ſo amiable a 
Sovereign fills the throne in theſe turbulent times; when 
the bands of ſociety are torn aſunder in ſo many places, and 
the miſeries of mankind are thereby multiplied : And that 
his counſels are directed by men eminent for wiſdom, 
Auprightneſs, 


i 19 1 
uprightneſs, and the moſt ſhining abilities; when the 
talents of others, ſadly miſapplied, are exerted in behalf of 
meaſures that would be deſtructive. Few people were ever 
bleſſed with ſuch a Prince; and his ſubjects ſeem to be ſenſi- 
ble of it. The univerſal gloom that overſpread them, and 
the deep ſorrow they diſcovered not long ſince, when his life 
was in danger; clearly proved that he reigned in their hearts; 
and how valuable his life was, in their eſtimation. | 


How could it be otherwiſe? To promote the happineſs 
and proſperity of his ſubjects, has been the uniform object of 
his reign ; and greatly have they been promoted and increa- | 
\ ſed. Inſtead of abridging, he is rather inclined to enlarge 
their privileges, where practicable; and to confirm them by 
every poſſible ſecurity. The eminent virtues that adorn 
him, command reſpect and eſteem. His piety and benevolence; 
his temperance, chaſtity, and domeſtic virtues; his devout at- 
tention to the duties of Religion, with which neither buſineſs 
nor pleaſure is permitted to interfere : Theſe exhibit a moſt 
edifying example for his ſubjects to imitate ; and 6 they are 
| the admiration of mankind, 


1 mention theſe particulars for no other reaſon than to 
ſhew—how thankful we ſhould be to God for ſuch a King 
That reaſon we have to love and obey him—and how in- 
excuſable thoſe are, if there be any ſuch, who might be diſ- 
poſed to change, or revolt from him. | 


Or the Britiſh Conſtitution it may be affirmed, that it is 


the beſt calculated to procure political happineſs, of any that 


was ever framed by human wiſdom. Indeed we might be 
deemed partial to our Civil Conſtitution, and too much pre- 
Judiced in its favour, to form a juſt eſtimate of its value; 
were it not that foreigners and thoſe the moſt enlightened, 

and 


| 


ligion, Rights, and Liberties from deſtruction. 
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and beſt qualified to decide on the point, who could be under 


no other byaſs than that'of truth—have ſpoken of it as high- 
ly as any Britiſh ſubject. They ſaw, and acknowledged the 


ſuperior advantages it poſſeſſed above any ancient or modern 
form of government.—lts ſpirit is mild and generous, It 


guards, as far as human wiſdom can, againſt every ſpecies of 
oppreſſion and wrong; it affords equal juſtice and redreſs to 
all ; no one is too powerful to be above the control of its 
laws, nor too low or mean to be out of their protection ; 
it effectually ſecures the ſubject's life and property; with the 
ampleſt liberty, both civil and religious, that is conſiſtent with 
the ſocial ſtate, and under no other reſtraint, than what the 
welfare of ſociety indiſpenſibly requires, 


To reliſt innovations in ſuch a Conſtitution, is an evident 
duty. For if any are diſcontented under it; if they are reſt- 
leſs and given to change: The cauſe muſt be ſought in their 
on boſom, and not in the Conſtitution. Inſtead of its bend- 
ang to them, and changing to ſuit their intereſted or wanton 
purpoles ; they ought in reaſon and canſcience to confarm 
to it, and live peaceably under it. 


5 LASTLY. From the preſent aſpe& nt ſtate of public 
affairs in Europe, it is probable that we ſhall ſoon be at war 
with a nation, which has been long the rival of our proſperity 
and power ; and which has often interrupted our peace, and 
that of Chriſtendom. * War is certainly a very great calami- 
ty, and to be avoided, if poſſible. But there are times and 
occalions when war may be neceſſary to avert even greater 
calamities, It may be neceſſary, not only to procure peace, 
and fupport our public character; but alſo to ſecure our Re- 


Ir 
* See particularly MoxTz3gqr:izt's Spirit of Lows, and Dx Loimz on 
the E »elifb Conftitution, | 
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Ir was the wiſh of an eminent writer, about the middle of 
chis century, that as we were then at war with the power, we 
might alſo be at war with the manners, of France.“ Atheiſm, 
it ſeems, foſtered by the characteriſtie levity of that nation, 
made conſiderable advances at this period. But the monſter, 
which then ſkulked only in ſecret, has ſince thrown off all 
diſguiſe, and now ftalks forth into open day. It is therefore 
to be wiſhed, much more now than ever, that we may always 
be at variance with the manners and principles of France, 
whilſt they continue what they are. And ſhould we be in- 
volved in the war alluded to, f we can reflect —that it is a 

war, not of choice, but of neceſſity; not of ambition, for the 
_ extenſion of commerce or territory, but to preſerve our moſt 
holy Religion, the beſt gift of heaven, and our Civil Conſti- 
tution, the greateſt of earthly bleſſings, from a total ſubver- 
fion by the enemies of Chriſtianity, order, and ſubordination, 
And we can farther reflect, that this war will be with a peo- 
ple who have already declared war againſt every thing held 
moſt ſacred and eſtimable by man. W. 


* 


A levelling ſyſtem of Atheiſm carries within itſelf the cer- 
tain ſeeds and principles of its own deſtruction. Vet, whe- 
ther it may pleaſe God, in his wiſdom and juſtice, to cut 
ſhort in its career ſuch a ſyſtem; or to permit its continu- 
ance a certain time, either for the puniſhment of guilty nati- 
ons, or for otter purpoſes of his providence, is not known ta 
any mortal, It therefore behoves us at this eventful period, 
to prepare for whatever may await us. T 

WE 
* Dr. YouNG ; preface to Night the Seventh, of bis Night Thawghts. 
+ Since this Sermon was preached, War has taken place between Eng- 
tand and France, 
T it was the conjecture of Sir Ida Ae Nx wToN, (no leſs celebrated fcr bis 
accurate n of the prophecies of Scripture, than for bis profound 
knowledge 
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WE ſhould in this, as in all caſes of difficulty and an 
apply to the great Ruler of the Univerſe, and Arbiter of na- 
tions, We ſhould turn to him with unfeigned repentance 
and amendment; earneitly beſeeching- him that he would 
pardon, protect and ſpare us ; not dealing with us according 
to our iniquities z but according to the riches of his mercy in 
Jesus Cnxisr, who died for us, and redeemed us, whilſt we 


were yet dead in treſpaſſes and fins,* It is thus that we 


may expect his bleſſing; and a renewal of thoſe mercies and 
deliverances that he hath ſo often granted to our Church and 
Nation. From the aſpiring, ambitious power of France, in- 
ſtigated by religious bigotry, he hath frequently delivered 


them: 


knowledge in ſound .philoſophy) that the overbearing power of Popery, 
which had ſo long enſlaved the Chriſtian world, muſt be broken by the 
prevalence of Infidelity for ſome time, before that glorious ſtate of the Goſ- 
pel which we are taught to expect, hen .righteouſnefs and truth ſhall over- 
+ ſpread the earth, and “ the kingdoms of this world ſhall become the king- 
„ doms of the Lord and his Chriſt,”” can arrive. See WnIsTox's Eſſay on 
the Revelations, p. 321. 2d Edit. 1744. 

Time only in its ſilent lapſe can fully unfold the divine prophecies; and 
whenever we attempt to explain or apply them, it ſhould be done with the 
utmoſt reverence and caution. - It would really ſeem as if the affairs of Eu. 
rope, under the guidance of a ſleady Previdence, were going on gradually to 
ſome ſuch great event as is mentioned above. It is devoutly to be wiſhed 
that not only the Church of Rome, but all the other Churches in Chriſten- 
dom, may finally profit by the horrid ſcenes now exhibited by the enemies 
of Chriſtianity, Were the atheiſtic ſyſtem of France to prevail, there can 
be little doubt that the Age of Martyrs would be renewed. Great numbers 
of the French Clergy have already been maſſacred. Some thouſands of 
them have fled from the aſſaſſin's poniard, and taken ſanctuary in England, 
and other parts of the Britiſh dominions, where they are hoſpitably received 
and ſupported, It appears that their adherence to Chriſtianity, is the prin- 


eipal cauſe of this perſecution, and not their Loyalty only ; and that no 


Heathen perſecution of Chriſtians, in the ancicot Church, was more cruel 
or unrelenting. I he effects attending ſo long a continuance of this impi- 
ous ſyſtem, are deplorable, and much to be lamented, Yet one benefit 
ariſcs from it—the character and deſigns of thoſe atheiſtic levellers, with the 
perricious tendency of their principles, which otherwiſe might be proble- 
matic with ſome, are now fully developed and aſcertained to rhe conviction 
of a!l mankind, | 
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chem: From the ſame ambitious and aſpiring power, now 
goaded on by the vengeful ſpirit and rage of frantic, levelling 
Atheiſm, I truſt in his mercy, he will again deliver them. 


Few wiſhes are nearer my heart, than to ſee this country 
proſper ; and as there are in this audience ſeveral reſpecta- 
ble perſons from various diſtricts of the province, permit me 
to ſuggeſt how neceſſary it is for all, in their reſpective 
diſtricts, to exert themſelves in promoting the fear of God, 
and the King; that is, true, rational Religion and Loyalty. 
Nor ſhould their endeavours be omitted to promote harmo- 
ny, brotherly love, and unanimity ; diſcouraging all falſnoods 
that would excite jealouſy, diſcontent, or ſedition ; and re- 
7pelling every attempt of thoſe who are given to change. 


AMONG the various benefits which call for our gratitude 
to heaven, one is, that our lot is caſt in a moſt healthy and fer- 
tile land, poſſeſſed of av many natural advantages as any co- 

Tony or province on this continent—a land, where nothing 
is wanted to make it flouriſhing and proſperous, but that in- 
duſtry, and thoſe ſober, frugal, upright manners, which are 
eſſential to the welfare of all countries and communities. 
Its improvements and proſperity are indeed rapidly advan- 
cing; nor can there be a doubt that their progreſs will be 
accelerated by the vigilance, activity, and well directed ex- 
ertions of Him who now preſides over it; as well as by the 
prudent and vigorous meaſures of the whole Legiſlature. 
The light of uſeful Science has dawned upon it from thoſe 
excellent Seminaries that have been eſtabliſhed ;* a brighter 
day is faſt approaching ; and a noontide ſplendor, with its 
attendant benefits, cannot be far diſtant, —Theſe things 
ſhould be made known; as it may animate our brethren and 


fellow 
* At Windſor and Halifax. 


fellow ſubjects to earneſt GP per 
a cauſe. 


Lr us all heartily unite in the 
charging the duties of our reſpect 
vently pray, and uſe our beſt end- 
pineſs, truth and juſtice, Religio 
bliſhed, and flouriſh among us. 


May our prayers be heard, ar 
defirable purpoſes be crowned 
moſt merciful Father, for the ſal 
Chriſt ; to whom, with Thee, 
perſons, but ONE ETERNAL Go! 
juſtly due, all praiſe, might, m: 
now and evermore, AMEN, 
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t and perſevering efforts in ſo good 


ite in the ſame cauſe ; faithfully diſ- 
ir reſpective ſtations. Let us fer- 
beſt endeavours, that peace and hap - 
Religion and Loyalty may be eſta- 


ong us. 


heard, and our endeavours for theſe 
crowned with ſucceſs. Grant this, 
or the ſake of thy bleſſed Son, Jeſus 
h Thee, and the Holy Ghoſt, three 
NAL God, be aſcribed, as is moſt 
ght, majeſty, and dominion, both 
MEN. | 
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